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tioned every horse that could be found, and, mounting 011
them the best troops of the armies of the Ardennes and the
Moselle, concentrated a very large force against the English
army. On September 6 Houchard led an attack against the
position of General Frcytag at the little village of Hond-
Kchoten. The French fought well, for in Carnot they knew that
they had a minister who could perceive military merit at a
glance, and had power to reward it on the spot. Freytag was
driven from Hondschoten, and Delbrel and Levasseur, the
deputies on mission, publicly degraded two adjutants, and pro-
moted many young officers on their own responsibility. With
such vigorous organizers of victory at his side, Houchard
stormed the camp of Furnes on September 8, and that of
Menin on September 13, and after these defeats the Duke of
York was obliged to raise the siege of Dunkirk, and to retreat
rapidly towards the Prince of Coburg. But before he joined
Ooburg a very similar series of operations to those of
Houchard had taken place under the direction of General
Jourdan. Carnot had been dissatisfied with Houchard for
not following up his victories, and had perceived the merits
of Jourdan; and on September 22 he gave the latter, a veteran
soldier of the American war, the command-in-chief. Exactly
the same plan was followed. Carnot brought up by forced
requisitions all tho troops that could be mustered from the
victorious army, against the Austrians who were besieging
Maxabeuge; and under his inspiration in his presence Jourdan
defeated Clcrfayt at Wattignies, on October 15, after which
the Prince of Coburg retired across the frontier, and eventually
joined the Duke of York in Belgium.

The operations of the other armies have not as much
importance as those upon the north-eastern frontier, where it
will be perceived that the French were from June to August
experiencing a long series of repulses and defeats, which they
revenged in, the months of September and October. On the
Rhine the great event was the siege of Mayence.1 When

1 Soo particularly a scries of articles by Felix Bouvier on tlie siege of
Mayeneo \\\ L<\ RmJuhon franpuw, September, 1882, to February, 1883.